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       Economic Development, Tourism, Housing, Planning & Transit Committee  

Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

DATE & TIME:   May 5, 2020 – 6:00 PM 
LOCATION:   Powered by Zoom Meeting by Dialing (646) 558-8656,  
      Meeting ID: 976 7537 8677 
PRESIDING OFFICER:  Chairman Brian Cahill 
LEGISLATIVE STAFF:  Victoria Fabella, Jay Mahler, Fawn Tantillo 
PRESENT: Legislators Lynn Archer, Thomas Corcoran, James Delaune, 

Herbert Litts, III, Mary Beth Maio, Abe Uchitelle and Legislative 
Chairman David Donaldson 

ABSENT:    None  
QUORUM PRESENT:  Yes 
      
 
OTHER ATTENDEES: Legislator Tracey Bartels; Legislator Peter Criswell; Dennis Doyle, 
Director, Ulster County Planning Department; Kathy Nolan, Senior Research Director, Catskill 
Mountain Keeper; Richard Remsnyder, Director, Ulster County Tourism 
 
Chairman Cahill called the meeting to order at 6:02 and lead the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 

 
Motion No. 1:           Motion to Approve the Minutes of April 14, 2019 

 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Litts 
Motion Seconded By: Chairman Donaldson 
 
Discussion:    None. 
 
Voting In Favor:                Legislators Cahill, Archer, Corcoran, Delaune, Litts, Maio, Uchitelle and 
Donaldson 
Voting Against:                 None   
Votes in Favor:           8 
Votes Against:           0   
Disposition:                      Minutes Approved  
 

 
Resolutions for the May 19, 2020  Session of the Legislature  

Resolution No. 173 - Confirming Appointment Of Sajaa Ahmed As The Director Of The Department Of 

Transportation For The County Of Ulster  

Resolution Summary: This resolution confirms the appointment of Sajaa Ahmed as Director of  the 
Department of Transportation.  
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Motion No. 2:   Motion to Adopt Resolution No. 173 
Motion By:   Legislator Donaldson 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Uchitelle 
 
Discussion:    See attached transcript 
 
Voting In Favor:                Legislators Cahill, Archer, Corcoran, Delaune, Litts, Maio, Uchitelle and 

Donaldson 
Voting Against:                  None   
Votes in Favor:            8 
Votes Against:           0   
Disposition:                      Resolution Approved 
 

 

Resolution No. 174 - Approving The Execution Of A Contract In Excess Of $50,000.00 Entered Into By The 

County – The Offset House, Inc. D/B/A Catamount Color – Department Of Tourism  

Resolution Summary: This resolution approves a contract for the printing of the 2020-2021 Ulster 
County Travel Guide.  

Motion No. 3:   Motion to Adopt Resolution No. 174 
Motion By:   Legislator Donaldson 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Archer 
 
Discussion:    See attached transcript 
 
Voting In Favor:                Legislators Cahill, Archer, Corcoran, Delaune, Litts, Maio, Uchitelle and 

Donaldson 
Voting Against:                  None   
Votes in Favor:            8 
Votes Against:           0   
Disposition:                      Resolution Approved 
 

 

Resolution No. 178 - Establishing A Process For The Development Of A Housing Action Plan For The County 

And Authorizing The Chair In Collaboration With The County Executive To Create An Advisory Committee 

On Housing To Assist In Its Development - Department Of Planning  

Resolution Summary: This resolution authorizes the Chairman to collaborate with the County Executive 
to create an Advisory Committee on Housing to develop a Hosing Plan. 

Motion No. 4:   Motion to Adopt Resolution No. 178 
Motion By:   Legislator Donaldson 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Corcoran 
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Discussion:    See attached transcript 
 
Voting In Favor:                Legislators Cahill, Archer, Corcoran, Delaune, Litts, Maio, Uchitelle and 

Donaldson 
Voting Against:                  None   
Votes in Favor:            8 
Votes Against:           0   
Disposition:                      Resolution Approved 
 

 

Resolution No. 179 - Creating Housing Opportunities Throughout The County By Requesting The City Of 

Kingston Land Bank (“KCLB”) Expand Its Jurisdiction Outside Of The City Of Kingston And Promoting The 

Use Of County Owned Lands For Workforce Housing – Ulster County Planning Department  

Resolution Summary: This resolution requests the Kingston City Land Bank collaborate with Ulster 
County to expand the jurisdiction to lands outside the City of Kingston.  It also authorizes the County 
Executive to inventory County-owned lands to ascertain if they are suitable to meet County housing goals. 

Motion No. 5:   Motion to Adopt Resolution No. 179 
Motion By:   Legislator Delaune 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Donaldson 
 
Discussion:    See attached transcript 
 
Voting In Favor:                Legislators Cahill, Archer, Corcoran, Delaune, Litts, Maio, Uchitelle and 

Donaldson 
Voting Against:                  None   
Votes in Favor:            8 
Votes Against:           0   
Disposition:                      Resolution Approved 
 

Resolution No. 180- Authorizing The Chair Of The Ulster County Legislature To Execute An Easement 

Agreement With The City Of Kingston For The Ulster County Midtown Linear Park (PIN 8761.82) In The City 

Of Kingston – Department Of Planning  

Resolution Summary: Authorizes the Chairman to execute agreements for the acquisition of trail 
easements from the City of Kingston to construct and operate the Ulster County Midtown Linear Park 
Project. 

Motion No. 6:   Motion to Adopt Resolution No. 180 
Motion By:   Legislator Archer 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Uchitelle 
 
Discussion:    See attached transcript 
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Voting In Favor:                Legislators Cahill, Archer, Corcoran, Delaune, Litts, Maio, Uchitelle and 
Donaldson 

Voting Against:                  None   
Votes in Favor:            8 
Votes Against:           0   
Disposition:                      Resolution Approved 
 

 
 
Resolution No. 8: Setting A Public Hearing On Proposed Local Law No. 1 Of 2020, A Local Law 
Requiring That Property Owners Of Multi-Family Dwellings Residential Rental Properties Located In 
Ulster County With Six Or More Units Have An Office In Ulster County, To Be Held On Tuesday, May 
12, 2020 At 6:00 PM 
 
Resolution Summary: This resolution would schedule a public hearing on Proposed Local Law 1 of 2020 
on Tuesday, May 12, 2020 At 6:00 PM 
 
 
Resolution No. 9: Establishing A Special Committee To Define Ulster County Housing Needs 
 
Resolution Summary: This resolution would establish a Special 7-member committee to develop an 
Affordable Housing Master Plan and associated county policies. 
 
Discussion:   See attached Transcript 
   
Disposition:                      No Action on Resolution No. 8 and Resolution No. 9  
 
 

 
 

Resolution No. 177 - Appointing And Reappointing Members To The Ulster County Industrial Development 

Agency Board of Directors  

Resolution Summary: This resolution will appoint and/or re-appoint members of the Ulster County 
Industrial Development Agency Board of Directors for a term from the present to December 31, 2021. 
 
 
Motion No. 7:   Motion to Discuss Resolution No. 177 
Motion By:   Legislator Donaldson 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Archer 
 
Discussion:    See attached transcript 
 
Motion No. 8:  Motion to Postpone Resolution No. 177 
Motion By:   Legislator Litts 
Motion Seconded By: Legislator Corcoran 
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Discussion:    See attached transcript 
 
Voting In Favor:                Legislators Cahill, Archer, Corcoran, Delaune, Litts, Maio, Uchitelle and 

Donaldson 
Voting Against:                  None   
Votes in Favor:            8 
Votes Against:           0   
Disposition:                      Resolution Postponed 
 

 
 
New Business – Old Business   
 
 

 
 
Chairman Cahill asked if there was any other business, hearing none; 

 
Motion to Adjourn 
 
Motion Made By:  Legislator Litts 
Motion Seconded By: Chairman Donaldson 
No. of Votes in Favor: 8  
No. of Votes Against: 0 
Time:    7:26 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Fawn Tantillo & Laurie Lichtenstein (transcript) 
Minutes Approved:       



   Economic Development, Tourism, Housing, Planning & Transit Committee  
Committee Meeting Transcript 

 

DATE & TIME:   May 5, 2020 – 6:00 PM 
LOCATION:    Powered by Zoom Meeting by Dialing (646) 558-8656, 
      Meeting ID: 976 7537 8677 
PRESIDING OFFICER:  Chairman Brian Cahill 
LEGISLATIVE STAFF:  Victoria Fabella, Jay Mahler, Fawn Tantillo 
PRESENT: Legislators Lynn Archer, Thomas Corcoran, James Delaune, 

Herbert Litts, III, Mary Beth Maio, Abe Uchitelle and Legislative 
Chairman David Donaldson 

ABSENT: None  
QUORUM PRESENT: Yes      
OTHER ATTENDEES:  Legislator Tracey Bartels; Legislator Peter Criswell; Dennis Doyle, Director, 
Ulster County Planning Department; Kathy Nolan, Senior Research Director, Catskill Mountain Keeper; 
Richard Remsnyder, Director, Ulster County   

 

Chairman Cahill  00:00 

Call the meeting to order.  

 

Chairman Cahill  00:00 

We're going to stand for the Pledge of the flag. Let's try that, from home, everyone. I hope you have a 

flag handy. Thank you. 

 

Group members  00:09 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, 

one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

 

Chairman Cahill  00:32 

Someone make a motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting.  

 

Legislator Litts  00:38 

So moved. 

 

00:40 

I'll second it. 

 

Chairman Cahill  00:42 

All in favor. 

 

Legislator Corcoran  00:43 

Aye. Aye.  

 

Chairman Cahill  00:45 



Opposed. 

 

Chairman Cahill  00:47 

Thank you. At this time, I'd like to rearrange some of the Resolutions.  

 

Chairman Cahill  00:54 

I spoke with Legislator Petit just a few minutes ago on the phone. and she said contingent on Resolutions 

177 and 178 passing, she's going to withdraw her and Legislator Parete are going to withdrawal 

Resolutions Numbers 8 and 9. So, if we do pass 177 and 178, we'll move to withdraw those two. So, I'm 

going to guess that we put those after those two, and then that will put 173 right in front. 

 

Legislator Uchitelle  01:23 

So, as a point of information, do you mean 178? and 179? 

 

Chairman Cahill  01:31 

I do. I do. Yes. Yeah. 177 is probably not the one that we want to be coupling there. 

 

Legislator Uchitelle  01:40 

Correct. 

 

Chairman Cahill  01:41 

Okay. (Laughter) All right. 178 and 179. Thank you. 

 

Chairman Cahill  01:47 

So, we'll go with Resolution Number 173, which is: Confirming Appointment Of Sajaa Ahmed As The 

Director Of The Department Of Transportation For The County Of Ulster. 

 

Chairman Cahill  01:56 

Did I say your name correct, by the way? 

 

Sajaa Ahmed  01:58 

You did. That's Sajaa Ahmed. 

 

Chairman Cahill  02:01 

Thank you. 

 

Chairman Donaldson  02:04 

I'll move it. 

 

Legislator Uchitelle  02:06 

Second. 

 

Chairman Cahill  02:09 

All in favor?  

 



Legislator Litts  02:10 

Aye.  

 

Legislator Corcoran  02:10 

Aye.  

 

Legislator Archer  02:10 

Aye.  

 

Legislator Delaune  02:11 

Aye. 

 

Legislator Delaune  02:12 

Aye. 

 

Legislator Uchitelle  02:12 

Aye. 

 

Chairman Donaldson  02:12 

Aye. 

 

Chairman Cahill  02:12 

Aye. 

 

Chairman Cahill  02:13 

All right. Well, congratulations.  

 

Sajaa Ahmed  02:15 

Thank you so much. And if you have any questions for me in the meantime, please let me know. I'm 

always available. 

 

Chairman Cahill  02:22 

Right. Good job. Thank you.  

 

Chairman Cahill  02:27 

Resolution 174. which is: Approving The Execution Of A Contract In Excess Of $50,000.00 Entered 

Into By The County – The Offset House, Inc. D/B/A Catamount Color – Department Of Tourism. 

 

Chairman Cahill  02:42 

So, do you want to move that for discussion? 

 

Legislator Archer  02:47 

Second. 

 

Chairman Donaldson  02:49 



I'll move it. 

 

Legislator Archer  02:53 

I thought I moved it for discussion. So, I'll second. 

 

Chairman Cahill  02:56 

Okay, I'm sorry. I didn't hear you.  

 

Legislator Archer  02:58 

That's okay.  

 

Chairman Cahill  02:58 

Okay. So, what do we got folks?  

 

Legislator Archer  03:01 

Well, we had asked for some additional information as to why we're doing this now. What was the 10 

percent cut the tourism department was proposing? Given our current state, do we really need to be 

spending this money on a tour guide? And so, we're waiting for some questions pack and Evelyn, I don't 

know if Marc handed them off to you. They came out our chair meeting.  

 

Dr. Evelyn Wright  03:35 

No, I'm sorry, I did not get those questions from him, but I can speak to this. So, the work on the guide 

has been going on for months. So, Rick and I went through this in some detail and essentially it would 

cost us about $3,000 less to not do the guide than to do it at this point. Because of work already done, 

ads already sold, and everything.  

 

Dr. Evelyn Wright  04:06 

And so, you know, the question I asked Rick was, for those businesses that have already placed ads in the 

guide, whose  money would have to be refunded if we didn't do the guide, would they maybe rather have 

that money back now, rather than have the ads placed in the guide with the uncertain future? And he 

said, he ran that by the Lodging Coalition, and their answer was, we really depend on the guide for our 

advertising. We want to see it go ahead. So, between those two factors, we decided that it made sense to 

go ahead. 

 

Legislator Archer  04:43 

And we also asked for an understanding of what he was proposing for his 10 percent cut, as has been 

asked, so, can we get any of that information? 

 

Dr. Evelyn Wright  04:55 

That is mostly coming out of his advertising budget. So, he's almost entirely seized placing ads. And those 

are those are going to be, you know, on hold until it makes sense to place them again. And to rethink 

what we're doing. I again, I don't have the budget in front of me. But that's basically where the majority 

of it was coming from. 

 

Chairman Donaldson  05:20 



On this Resolution, I think this Resolution it certainly makes sense for us. We continue on. I mean, we 

kind of foolish courage not to spend $3,000, which basically what it's going to be, because he spent the 

rest of it. So, I think we will have to find other cuts in that budget. But at this point, I think we need to 

move on. 

 

Chairman Cahill  05:53 

Any other comment? I'll go, sorry. Oh, well, any other comments from committee members first? Tracey, 

just make sure we get everybody in committee answered first. 

 

Legislator Corcoran  06:01 

I think at $3,000, it doesn't make sense not to move forward. 

 

Chairman Cahill  06:09 

Okay. Tracey, you had a question?  

 

Legislator Bartels  06:11 

Yeah, I'm sorry, I had trouble getting in. I just want clarification. The $3,000. It's only it costs only $3,000 

for the printing?  

 

Dr. Evelyn Wright  06:19 

No, sorry. In terms of the work that's already been done, and the costs that have already been incurred, 

and the ad sales that would have to be refunded. At this point, to not do the guide, versus doing the 

guide, the difference is about $3,000.  

 

Legislator Bartels  06:36 

Thank you. I apologize for having you repeat it. Thank you. 

 

Chairman Cahill  06:43 

Any other questions or comments? 

 

Legislator Archer  06:46 

Just one more. I'm looking at first quarter expenses under, would this be under professional services for 

the guide? 

 

Dr. Evelyn Wright  06:57 

Yes.  

 

Legislator Archer  06:58 

Okay. So, he's already booked at $84,000. Is this towards the guide? 

 

Dr. Evelyn Wright  07:07 

I'm sorry, where are we?  

 

Legislator Archer  07:09 



I'm just looking at a report a quarterly, a first quarter report, and what has already been expended in 

professional services. And so, I was just curious if this was attached to the guide.  

 

Dr. Evelyn Wright  07:24 

I'm not sure what you're looking at, I think, and I'm not sure exactly the different buckets that his budget 

is under. So, I'd have to take a look.  

 

Legislator Archer  07:34 

Okay.  

 

Dr. Evelyn Wright  07:36 

I don't know if the contract with Cubic, the ad agency, is included under that because there would have 

been expenditures under that already. So, I suspect that that's what that is, but I'd have to take a look to 

be sure. 

 

Richard Remsnyder  07:51 

I could clarify that. I'm here.  

 

Legislator Archer  07:54 

Oh, all right. 

 

Richard Remsnyder  07:58 

I didn't want to butt in. Yeah, that money. Part of our fees for professional services also includes the 

money for our agency. So, that's the money that has been encumbered, and it's been spent for the first 

three months. Also, Evelyn was on point with all their information. I just would like to stress that we 

have paused all our paid media right after the effects of the pandemic in mid-March. So, and I don't 

know when we're going to be able to resume that paid media.  

 

Richard Remsnyder  08:38 

So, I think it's more incumbent than ever to have the travel guide because that'll be basically our sole 

means of selling the County. And it's certainly one of our main promotional tours. So, that's one of the 

reasons I think it's very, you know, important that we have the guide out on the distribution of the 

thruway and all the other places, we distribute it throughout the Northeast.  

 

Chairman Cahill  09:02 

So, Rick. Real quick. So, you'd stop your other media advertising, I guess is what you said. So, now, has 

that resulted in a cut in your budget or a savings in your budget at this point? Or, how's that working?  

 

Richard Remsnyder  09:19 

Right. Yes. Well, we're saving that money for when it makes sense to spend it. Which we don't know 

when that's going to be. It all depends on when the Governor lifts the restrictions and we expect people 

to come in. So, yes. We still have a substantial, I don't want substantial, but enough money to get us 

through the rest of the year, when we resume our paid media. 

 

Chairman Cahill  09:46 



Legislator Archer. 

 

Richard Remsnyder  09:48 

Rick, we just heard that potentially you are 10 percent cut is coming out of your advertising, can you can 

you share what you propose as your 10 percent cut and how much that was?  

 

Richard Remsnyder  10:04 

Right.  

 

Legislator Archer  10:05 

And one other follow-up, Rick. You did more... You usually do another guide. Are you stopping any 

other guides? You're only going to do this guide? Didn't you do a restaurant guide or something, as well? 

 

Richard Remsnyder  10:20 

Yes, we haven't done that in a couple years.  

 

Legislator Archer  10:23 

Oh, okay.  

 

Richard Remsnyder  10:24 

So, we decided to just do a travel guide and advertise our restaurants on the website. Because you know, 

the information changes so quickly on the restaurants. 

 

Legislator Archer  10:36 

Right. 

 

Richard Remsnyder  10:36 

So, as far as our budget, we had a 10% cut, which was about $115,000. And $93,000 of that was 

advertising, paid media. We also, of course, were not going to conferences. So, that was another $7,500,  

travel. We cut overtime because obviously we're not on the road like we normally are. So, that's basically 

the breakdown of the $115,000. Then the 10 percent that we proposed to cut. 

 

Legislator Archer  11:08 

And it's $150? It came out to $150? 

 

Richard Remsnyder  11:12 

$115,000. 

 

Legislator Archer  11:15 

Okay. 1-1-5. Thank you. 

 

Chairman Cahill  11:19 

Tracey. 

 

Legislator Bartels  11:21 



Thank you. Just another question for Rick and Evelyn. In the leadership meeting, Marc mentioned that 

the magazines wouldn't be circulated this summer that the it was anticipated we would hold the 

circulation of the magazines, potentially until next summer. Are we obligated, contractually, to circulate 

them sooner based on this the advertising buys in the magazine? Or, what is the what is the plan for 

distribution of these magazines? 

 

Richard Remsnyder  11:52 

Yeah, the plan is, and we already have some distribution contracts in place, is a one-year contract from 

whenever the Legislature approves it. One-year period to, you know, print and distribute the guide. 

 

Richard Remsnyder  12:13 

I'm not sure what magazines Marc was referring to.  

 

Legislator Bartels  12:17 

He was talking about the guide. 

 

Richard Remsnyder  12:19 

Okay. Yeah, no, we have plans, going forward, to do the guide for this year.  

 

Dr. Evelyn Wright  12:27 

So, Rick, when would with distribution typically start? 

 

Richard Remsnyder  12:33 

We would have it out usually the middle of May. It's going to be a little delayed this year, probably. 

Which is probably a good thing because it's going to be, probably a one-month delay. So, it would hit the 

all the distribution points around the middle of June.  

 

Richard Remsnyder  12:54 

And that's actually going to be beneficial because I think that's when, hopefully, some of the restrictions 

will be lifted and people will actually be looking for the guide. And they needed to do their planning. So, 

it's always nice to be out there. You know, right in the beginning of the summer. 

 

Chairman Cahill  13:14 

Okay, any other questions? Okay, so, all those in favor? 

 

Legislator Maio  13:24 

All in favor?  

 

Legislator Litts  13:24 

Aye.  

 

Legislator Corcoran  13:24 

Aye.  

 

Legislator Delaune  13:24 



Aye. 

 

Legislator Uchitelle  13:24 

Aye. 

 

Chairman Donaldson  13:24 

Aye. 

 

Chairman Cahill  13:24 

Aye. 

 

Chairman Cahill  13:30 

Opposed? No one opposed? Lynn, I can't hear you. I'm sorry.  

 

Legislator Archer  13:39 

All right. Thank you. I have to say I'm struggling. I know that you've already put money out there. I'm 

not...  I mean, it has we already expended or is it through contract? Do we have a contract that... I just 

feel like we don't even know what we're going to be open for business for, and I get it.  

 

Legislator Archer  13:59 

It’s just, we're spending a lot of money. And I just feel like we have to start being a little more disciplined 

about where we're putting our money and what's realistic in this post-COVID environment, which we're 

actually still in. So, we don't even know what's going to happen over the next several months. And so, 

I'm really struggling with this. 

 

Richard Remsnyder  14:27 

Can I add... 

 

Chairman Cahill  14:28 

So, hold on, Rick. I think I think we are we already started the vote, so we have to complete the vote.  

 

Richard Remsnyder  14:34 

Oh, sorry. 

 

Chairman Cahill  14:35 

That's all right. Is that correct? We have to complete the vote. Dave?  

 

Legislator Archer  14:39 

I just... Okay. So. I can't get my one question answered. Okay.  

 

Chairman Cahill  14:44 

Yeah, no, no, no... 

 

Legislator Archer  14:45 

I can't get it answered. I'm a no. 



 

Chairman Cahill  14:47 

No, I'm saying I don't know, because we did already start to vote. And then, I asked for questions. There 

were no questions. So, I asked for the vote. And then there was another question.  

 

Legislator Archer  14:56 

Yeah. 

 

Chairman Cahill  14:56 

I'm asking what the procedure here is, to continue the vote, or do we continue asking questions?  

 

Chairman Donaldson  15:04 

If all of you want to continue asking questions, fine. But I think we've been advised. And it would cost us 

basically, it's $3,000. Because...  

 

Legislator Archer  15:16 

The savings of the guide, right? 

 

Chairman Donaldson  15:19 

I think I'm speaking right now.  

 

Legislator Archer  15:20 

No, that's fine. 

 

Chairman Donaldson  15:21 

... $3,000, or return the money and, and not new. It's basically $3,000. I mean, do you not do this? At this 

point? I don't, don't get it. Don't get why you would not do it if there's one for that type of money. 

Making sure that you do have these out. And many of these actually last more than just a... these last for... 

people use them right into the following year. 

 

Chairman Cahill  16:00 

Any other questions or comments? Tracey? 

 

Legislator Bartels  16:07 

Thank you. Rick, I'm wondering, or Evelyn, and I know you probably don't have it handy today, but can 

we get a copy of what the, what it costs to advertise in the magazine? What that what those buys costs, 

restaurants and businesses? 

 

Richard Remsnyder  16:29 

Sure, I can provide that we have. We have a rate card, be happy to send that to the members of the 

committee. 

 

Legislator Bartels  16:35 



That would be great. And then, my one follow-up question to that is... I know this may seem like an odd 

question, but have you discussed with any of the businesses their thoughts about continuing with the 

distribution of this?  

 

Richard Remsnyder  16:48 

Yes. As Evelyn noted, I had a Zoom call with the leadership of the Ulster County Lodging Coalition. 

And I asked them. Among the people, on the Lodging Coalition is Mohawk, Emerson Buttermilk, Pine 

Ridge. And they all indicated that they rather have the guide being out and distributed and advertising 

their properties than having their ad revenue refunded to them.  

 

Legislator Bartels  17:31 

Thank you. 

 

Chairman Cahill  17:32 

Any other questions? Legislator Archer. 

 

Legislator Archer  17:36 

Yeah, I just wanted, just for clarification, Rick, you've already collected the money from them. Correct? 

 

Richard Remsnyder  17:45 

The firm that was doing the guide, they've collected the revenue, correct. 

 

Legislator Archer  17:51 

Okay. And that gets applied to the cost of the guide. 

 

Richard Remsnyder  17:56 

Correct. Yes. Its deducted, yes.  

 

Chairman Cahill  17:58 

Okay. 

 

Chairman Cahill  18:02 

Any other questions? 

 

Chairman Cahill  18:06 

Okay, let's take this vote again. So, I make sure that we have it right. All those in favor. say aye.  

 

Legislator Maio  18:11 

Aye. 

 

Legislator Delaune  18:12 

Aye.  

 

Chairman Donaldson  18:12 

Aye 



 

Legislator Corcoran  18:12 

Aye. 

 

Legislator Uchitelle  18:12 

Aye.  

 

Chairman Cahill  18:12 

Aye. 

 

Legislator Litts  18:12 

Aye. 

 

Chairman Cahill  18:14 

Those opposed? 

 

Chairman Cahill  18:19 

Okay, so, then it's moved. Thank you.  

 

Chairman Cahill  18:22 

So, then, now we're going take a couple... I'm sorry... 

 

Fawn Tantillo  18:26 

The vote was 8-0, or was it... did Lynn Archer change her vote to yes? In the final count?  

 

Legislator Archer  18:36 

The final vote was the final vote. I didn't say no. So, yeah, I'm a yes.  

 

Fawn Tantillo  18:40 

Okay, sorry.  

 

Legislator Archer  18:41 

That's all right. 

 

Chairman Cahill  18:44 

Okay, for expediency, would you like to go do 178, 179 first, and then come back to 177? Or, how would 

you guys like to do this? I'm open. I think if, maybe we clear the deck and then come back to one 177 

What do you think?  

 

Chairman Cahill  19:03 

I think that's a good idea. Let's do that.  

 

Chairman Cahill  19:05 



All right. So, 178.  Establishing A Process For The Development Of A Housing Action Plan For The 

County And Authorizing The Chair In Collaboration With The County Executive To Create An 

Advisory Committee On Housing To Assist In Its Development - Department Of Planning. 

 

Chairman Donaldson  19:22 

So moved.  

 

Chairman Cahill  19:24 

A second. 

 

Legislator Corcoran  19:30 

I'll second.  

 

Chairman Cahill  19:30 

Okay. Thank you. 

 

Chairman Cahill  19:32 

Any discussion or questions? Dr. Wright is here this evening to answer questions that anyone might have. 

We have the outline of what the Executive's Office is proposing as the committee. I think we've all seen 

that. We saw that the last couple of meetings.  

 

Chairman Cahill  19:52 

And so, our next steps would be to actually form this committee and put names in. We have folks, we 

have the slot from the Legislature that can be filled. And I'm sure that Dr. Wright, in the Executive's 

Office, would entertain any suggestions for the other positions to consider filling those slots.  

 

Chairman Cahill  20:10 

So, is there any discussion on this this evening? Dave, go ahead. 

 

Chairman Donaldson  20:23 

Yes, this is something we've been discussing for months. And we've been working with the County 

Executive on this. We went back and forth, exactly how we wanted to go about doing it. And rather than 

creating just the committee, that would be from, in other words, the Legislature. We felt that a joint 

effort with the Executive made much more sense. And, I think, it's the way to go. So, I'll support it. And 

I hope that we all support it. 

 

Chairman Cahill  21:02 

Any other questions from the committee? Okay. So, Legislator Walter asked before you, Legislator 

Bartels. So, we'll let Eve go first. 

 

Legislator Walter  21:11 

Hi. Yeah, I'm sorry, I'm trying to tell from reading the Resolution. But is the intent of this committee to 

identify the need? Or, is the intent of this committee to identify some actual potential solutions that we 

could then choose one, and produce Resolutions, to actually do something? So, is it... Yeah, so, which of 

the two is the intent of this committee?  



 

Dr. Evelyn Wright  21:42 

Yes. Both. It is to... The study is envisioned to get us all up to date on the data, as well as look at 

scenarios for how that data may change with the crisis that we're living through. But then to proceed 

quickly to looking at solutions. And both, you know, tried and true tools, as well as things that are being 

tried elsewhere. And so, the committee is to provide input to that, and help select then those solutions to 

be built into actual policy. 

 

Legislator Walter  22:19 

So, for the Legislature, will these potential solutions be shared with the Legislature before any kind of 

enactment? So, that we can give feedback to, you know, the potential benefits and drawbacks of some of 

these solutions?  

 

Dr. Evelyn Wright  22:37 

Sure. I imagine we'll work through this committee to do that. 

 

Chairman Cahill  22:42 

Don't forget, we're also going to have a member appointed by the committee. And we're going to work 

in conjunction with the Executive's Office, is the intent. To try and get you know, as much 

representation across the spectrum of housing needs in the County, heard.  

 

Chairman Cahill  22:57 

And then, you know, I've gotten suggestions from a couple of different other Legislators that have been 

forwarded to Dr. Wright, for inclusion and for consideration. And I think we just continue to do that, 

and keep moving towards the solution. I think initially, we have obviously determined a need. Which is as 

we have experienced, is such a fluid thing, and it's going to change even more as we go forward here. So, 

we have to have the ability to move very, very quickly. Right?  

 

Chairman Cahill  22:58 

So, with that, I think it was Legislator Bartels. And oh, actually, Legislator Uchitelle is on the committee. 

Tracey, I am going let him go first, okay? 

 

Legislator Uchitelle  23:36 

Thank you, Chairman Cahill. So, just to that last point. We're not... In this legislation, we don't actually 

cede any power. So, if midway through, or if at any point through, you know, through this process, the 

Legislature wanted to act on housing, in any capacity, we would still potentially be able to.  

 

Legislator Uchitelle  23:55 

And if anything the Executive proposed had to go through, you know, because of the form of the 

request that they're making, had to go through the Legislature, we wouldn't have ceded any authority over 

that decision through this legislation. So, we preserve all of our prerogative on housing, here. We're 

merely supporting this approach. And we probably won't be throwing up, you know, all sorts of 

Resolutions for different things because we want them to work through this committee. But, if we 

wanted to, we would still be able to. We haven't ceded that, you know, we don't cede that authority. We 

don't cede that legislative prerogative here, at all. 
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